Conclusions of the Meeting of the ERG in Brussels, September 25, 2003

Draft

Agenda points 1 and 2:

The Chairman J. Arnbak welcomes the ERG, the Draft Agenda, Document ERG (03) 18 is adopted without changes.

Agenda point 3: 

· Director General F. Colasanti reports that in the question of participation of the Dutch administration a solution could be found. Although the administration will notify itself as a NRA it will not make claims to become member of ERG

· The EC presents a request for information on the regulatory treatment of non geographical telephony services such as freephone (0800 and 00800) and premium rate (0900  and 00900) services. ERG acknowledges this request and sets the 17.October as the deadline for responses by the NRA’s.

· The European Commission reports on the meetings of COCOM and RSPG.

Agenda point 4: The ERG secretary Mr. Otruba reports on the status of the secretariat and presents the team of the ERG Secretariat. The ERG Secretariat will consist of:



Heinrich Otruba (Secretary)



Marcus Boklund (Assistant to the Secretary)



Lisa-Maria Nossek (Organisational Support)

Document ERG (03) 19 is adopted by the ERG.

Agenda points 5 and 6 (Remedies): These agenda points refer to the most important item in the Work Program 2003 the ERG. Mr. Pisjak presents the detailed results of the public consultation (Document ERG (03) 22). In addition he presents the status of the joint paper of the ERG and the European Commission on this topic (Document ERG (03) 23).

After these presentations three external experts of the European Commission (Mrs. Cave, Koboldt, Valletti) were invited to discuss their contributions in a panel discussion, chaired by Mr. Cave. It focussed on open questions between the external experts and the joint working group of the ERG and the European Commission. These points were in particular 

· What type of competition seems to be feasible in specific markets? What are the implications for the types of remedies used with respect to different degrees of asset replicability?

· How can the value of the option “wait and see” be recognised and integrated into access pricing methodology?

· Margin squeeze tests as a means to create a level playing field. 

· Mobile termination markets

The ERG then entered into a thorough discussion of  several points raised in the presentations and in the panel discussion and decided that the common WG will continue in accordance with its agreed Working Program, taking into account the statements made in the discussion.
Agenda point 7: A progress report (ERG (03) 25) on the public consultation on bitstream access was given by Mrs. Annegret Groebel (RegTP). The ERG decides that a final report on this consultation, including a common position on the further steps, according to ERG (03) 14 Rev 1 shall be presented at the next meeting, to be held in Budapest Nov. 21, 2003.

Agenda point 8: A progress report (ERG (03) 26) on the public consultation on FL-LRIC is given by OPTA. ERG decided that revised Principles of Implementation and Best Practice of ERG on FL-LRIC shall be presented at the ERG Meeting in Budapest, Nov. 21.

Agenda point 9: OPTA presents a proposal (ERG (03) 27 and ERG (03) 28 ) for a common working document of the ERG and the European Commission on regulatory accounting.  ERG endorsed this proposal and accepted a working program with a deadline of end of  the second quarter of 2004.

AOB: 

The chairman presents a preview for the next ERG meeting in Budapest, Nov. 21. The most important issues foreseen  are
· Report and decision on the common ERG/EC paper on remedies

· Report and decision on bitstream access PIBs
· Report and update of the ULL PIBs

· Draft of the Work Program 2004 and the Annual Report on 2003

A. Groebel (RegTP) presents a short report on the planned update of the ULL PIBs. A Draft will be presented at the next meeting.

The secretary announces a public consultation on the work program for 2004.

