


In 2016, the digital economy was worth $11.5 trillion globally,

equivalent to 15.5 percent of global GDP and has grown two and a

half times faster than global GDP over the past 15 years. (Oxford

Economics).

AI could contribute up to $15.7 trillion to the global economy by 2030.

A tremendous opportunity when we know that 80% of the world data

is still unstructured (PwC).

In 2018, there were more “things” (8.6 billion) connected to the

Internet than people, and the number of IoT connections are forecast

to grow at 17% a year, to exceed 22 billion by 2024 (Cisco).

Mobile money accounts now exceed one billion worldwide. For the 

first time, digital transactions represented the majority, 57%, of mobile 

money interactions as opposed to cash-in and cash out (GSMA).

New WDR 2021 on Data for Better Lives

Three pathways along which data ca foster development
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