
forum

11th BEREC
Stakeholder Forum
30 March 2023
Hôtel Le Plaza Brussels, Brussels



Welcome to BEREC's 11th Annual Stakeholder Forum 

Philippe Defraigne: Good afternoon, everyone. Please people, in the entrance, take a seat there 

are still some seats available if you prefer. Thank you, thank you very much. We will make a 

start in just a few minutes. But before that, by the way, I'm Philippe Defraigne, I'll be your 

Master of Ceremony for this afternoon. And before we get started more formally, I need to take 

you through a few housekeeping matters. I want you to reach out for your handset. 

Take your phone, and on your badge, there is a QR code. Let me see. I want me to open your 

camera and scan your QR code. Very important. Very important. 

Now, this is silly question, but later on in the day, there will be more fundamental questions 

asked. Pay attention. So, the silly question is "where do you come from?". That gives us an idea 

of who's here. So let's see that. Germany, Sweden and Greece. Many Greeks here in the front. 

Good students, you know. Belgium, that is to be expected. I guess a number of locals. Belgium 

still winning. And in football it was the same the other night. Belgium and Germany, I don't know 

if you noticed ... not to be mentioned, okay. Croatia, yeah, of course. Tonko has come with a large 

group of supporters. That is great. Thank you. North Macedonia, Argentina. I can see one. 

Columbia is represented as well. I know I do not see it yet. But anyway, you get the idea. This 

tool, Slido, will also enable you, if you sit at home, for those not in the room, to ask questions. 

Questions will reach my colleagues and they will pass it on to me and I'll do my best to relay 

your question. In the room, you can also use that to ask anonymous questions, but be 

courageous, ask for the mic and ask your question. 

An important announcement: Marina - you don·t see her because she sits at the back of the 

mezzanine - she is our stenographer. So if you wish not just to listen to what we say, but you 

need to read it, you can do it by watching the screen at home. It will appear automatically. If you 

want to see it on your computer or phone, you can simply scan the QR code that says '"code to 

read live captions". And through our great stenographer Marina, you will be able to read what 

we say. 



Final, crucial point for me, these beautiful boxes on your table, courtesy of BEREC. If you open 

them when you're back home, they include delicious food inspired by the country of the Incoming 

Chair, Croatia. So if you cannot fit them in your bag, there will be bags in the cloakroom. So you 

can pick it up when you pick up your coat. That is all for me now. And I'll hand over to the BEREC 

Incoming Chair 2024, Tonka Obuljen. Tonka, over to you. 

!applause]

Tonko Obuljen: Thank you Philippe. It's Obuljen [specifying the pronunciation). actually, but I do 

not expect everyone to know that yet. Okay. Dear stakeholders, dear guests, dear speakers, dear 

colleagues, welcome to the 11th BEREC Stakeholder Forum here in Brussels. l"m glad that we 

gathered in such a large number, but I also want to greet our participants who are following us 

remotely. I hope you had an opportunity to Meet & Greet our Co Chairs in the morning. They are 

our driving force of BEREC and I hope you spent some good time with them and had productive 

and useful discussions. So, BEREC Stakeholder Forum is a meeting place with stakeholders. A 

place where we present our Work Programme for the next year. But also, a place where we 

openly discuss our views on the market developments and our views on the regulation, how it is 

and how it should be. 

Well, this is of particular importance in these challenging times when we at the same time have 

the rapid development of new technologies but also, threats to our economy and security caused 

by the war in Ukraine. As we move forward into 2024, the work of BEREC will continue to be 

essential in ensuring a stable and effective regulatory framework for the electronic 

communications networks and services in Europe. It is important that we all stay up to date with 

the latest developments and work together to address the challenges and the opportunities that 

may arise. So, this afternoon we will be discussing the Work Programme for 2024, and this Work 

Programme will set the priorities and goals for our work in the coming year. I'm looking forward 

to engaging with all of you and to hear all of your valuable insights and feedback on this topic. 

So, our Working Programme is of course based on four objectives from EECC, and those are 

promoting connectivity and access to very high-capacity networks, promoting competition and 

efficient investment, contributing to the development of the internal market, and of course, 

promoting the interests of the citizens of the Union. BEREC also identified our own three level 

high priorities in our midterm strategy for the period 2021-20225 and those are 

promoting full connectivity, supporting sustainable and open digital markets, and 

empowering end-users. Which also corresponds to the objectives from the Code. 

We are running out of time, so, I highlighted some of the activities planned for 2024. First group 

of activities is actually the activities in which we support the Commission. Sorry ... I have lost the 

slide here. 
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